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5511 DRESS AND GROOMING 
  
A. Elementary School 
  

It is recognized that a pupil's mode of dress and grooming is a manifestation of 
personal style and individual preference. However, there are certain conditions 
that present a need for regulation and specific guidelines. 

  
1. Clothing or dress that presents a hazard to health or safety of the pupil 

himself or to others in the school is prohibited. 
  

a. Pants must be secured at the waist at all times and must not present 
a safety hazard; and 

  
b. Shoes and sneakers are the preferred footwear.  No slippers, flip-

flops or shoes with wheels will be allowed. Sneakers are required 
for physical activities such as physical education and recess; 

  
2. Clothing or dress that interferes materially with school work, compromises 

school values, or creates disorder or disruption of the educational program 
is prohibited. 

  
a. No clothing with inappropriate sayings, themes or advertisement 

will be accepted.  This includes but is not limited to alcohol, 
tobacco, drugs, or sayings that contradict the character values 
endorsed by the school; 

  
b. Undergarments should not be visible or seen through clothing; 
  
c. Clothing that exposes the midriff is not acceptable; and 
  
d. All shorts, skorts, and skirts should be at a modest length.  A 

suggested guideline is finger length. 
  

3. Clothing or dress that causes excessive wear or damage to school property 
is prohibited. 

  
4. Clothing or dress that prevents students from achieving his/her own 

educational objectives because of blocked vision or restricted movement is 
prohibited. 
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a. Hats and sunglasses are not permitted during the school day.  They 
may be worn during outdoor P.E. activities or recess as authorized 
by the administrator. 

  
Responsibility for the dress and appearance of pupils rests primarily with the 
parents or guardians.  Parents and guardians are expected to monitor pupil dress 
before leaving the home. 

  
B. Middle School 
  

The dress code was created in order to guide the student body in proper wearing 
apparel during the hours that school is in session. 

  
The middle school is first and foremost an academic institution.  While decisions 
about clothing are primarily left to parents or guardians and their children, it is 
our belief that clothing should not distract from but should promote an academic 
atmosphere which encourages learning.  School clothing should be neat, clean, 
and in good repair (no holes or torn clothing).  The Board believes a positive self-
image is fostered through appropriate dress. 

  
As a policy of good manners, clothing should be worn as it is intended to be worn 
(i.e., laces tied, straps buttoned, pants around the waist, no undergarments 
showing, etc.).  The staff retains the right to require certain clothing for specific 
field trips, after-school functions, or class activities. 

  
Parents/guardians are asked to look over the following examples of unacceptable 
attire with their children and to cooperate with the staff in enforcing them.  
Parents/guardians will be contacted to make the required arrangements. 

  
1. Clothing that is too revealing, such as midriff blouses, tank tops, halters, 

and see through blouses; 
  

2. Clothing that may damage school property including, but not limited to, 
cleats, shoes, or boots that leave black marks; 

  
3. Clothing that may be unsafe such as flip-flops, thong sandals, untied 

sneakers or boots, un-strapped straps or suspenders; 
  
4. Clothing that has designs, wording, or patches that are offensive, 

including, but not limited to, alcohol/drug advertising and obscenities or 
sayings that are offensive to certain groups; 
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5. Clothing that is too tight or too short.  Shorts, skirts, and dresses are to be 

no shorter than mid-thigh; 
  
6. For health and safety reasons, pupils are to refrain from marking on 

themselves or each other with pens, pencils, etc.; 
  
7. All jewelry must be removed prior to entering the gymnasium for physical 

education class.  This includes earrings, stud earrings, watches, necklaces, 
rings, bracelets, and anything else that the teacher feels could be 
considered a potential safety hazard; and 

  
8. Outerwear is inappropriate to be worn in school. 

  
  
N.J.S.A. 18A:11-1, 18A:11-7, 18A:11-8, 18A:11-9 
  
  
Adopted:  25 November 2008 
  
  
  
 


